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^ u t t t l t f ^ ^ O R A L T R F . F , ^ t ^ y T ^ ^ ^ ^ 

t l s d i ^ t r . ' ^ s . 

^ ^ ^ H E A R D with attention 
^il and pleasure, the acccount 
^ I ^ which Mr . W — n gave 
^ ^ ^ us of the MSS. Sent to 
• ^ a a ^ ^ R o y a l Society f rom 
alus. de Teysunnel, concerning the ge• 
reration and grow th of corale, eora/-
lines, poruls, focus's, zoophytes, sponges, 
and other marine substances, growing 
as tile bottom oS the ocean, the Mcdl-
'erranoan and other Seas. T h e discourse, 
ounded era many years observation, in 
êry disserent parts of the alobe, pre-
enes sis with a fine natural history o f 
^isectirieus, and elegant bodies ; bu t 
n trie main, tends to prove, that they 
e not uS a vegetable nature, and to 
called plants, as has commonly been 

^ h t hitherto, by all the wor ld, bush 
ratd and unlearned ; but tha t they 

^ enflteIy made and fabr ica ted by 
^l i t t le animals always*- sound u p o n 
^ i which g e h e r a b r a t e polypuses, 

spoSe yve ublerve^t^lr o w u frelh 
Yas.. V l l L ^ h a ' -

waters ; and which So lately entertain-
ed the philosophical world, when first 
discovered by M . Trcmhlay. 

T h o u g h we are m u c h obliged to the 
wr i ter of this M ^ S far the many curl-
ous and impor tant mat ters in natural 
history, wh ich it contains, and ye t 
more for his presenting it to the Roya l 
Society ; yet I must declare my dif-
Sent f rom his general duct ine, that t he 
po/iprses make tbere corals, as nests, for 
themfelves to dwell in , and that these 
Coral trCes (as l must still call them^ 
are no other than little huts, built as 
it were by tbefe fishermen to live in^ 
whilst they exercise their trade. 

Bu t l canno t entertain So mean an 
op inion as these very elegant fo rms, as 
th is new doctrine was Scarce thought 
o f before we Sound out that remarked 
ble animal the polypes, a composition 
between plant and animal ; an isthmus 
between the vegetable and animal 
k i t a g d m . 
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W h e n we find theSe coral bodies os 
an 'incredible number oS iperies, and Sec 
their var ie ty as wonderful as their 
beauty, we cannot bu t let the plant 
have some share with the animal ; nor 
peremp torily ad judge that the an imal 
a l toge the r constructed them as bees d o 
the i r honey .combs . 

Analogy I approve oS, as an excel-
lent means, a m o n g others, to conduct 
us to .the dark recesses os physical 
knowledge ; to unfold many 'erf the 
abstruse operations oS the Sovereign au-
t h o r . who has contr ived his admirable 
works^to Serve many purpoSes in one. 
Bu t h e ^ i n regard to honey-combs , no 
fort of analogy takes place. T h e in-
variable geometry in thefe animal pro-
ductions, alike in all coun tries. as drawn 
forth by the instinct infufed into them, 
is toto carlo different from the loose, the 
infinitely various ramifications, and 

species of the corals, corallines, and their 
kinds. 

I own, Count elIaestgh was not leSs 
mistaken than our author , in faneying 
he Saw the flowers of the corals, when 
quick drawn out of the Sea. being oS a 
yellowish colour and radiate forms, 
which flowers were no other than our 
polypuses. immedia tely disappearing. 
T h e y Stick to the fides and extremi t ies 
os these coral branches. A late au thor 
of the history of Barhaclees saw this 
kind of yellow po^pus, in a natural bason 
of water there under a rock. T h e y 
lived in little cavities of the rock, and 
when they expanded their arius to filh 
for their prey, they made the rock 
wherein to hide themSelves. 

I have never been at the bot tom o f 
the ocean at coral-fishing ; have not 
h ad the opportunity of making re-
searches into this particular branch oS 
i atural history ; nor is there any need 
of it, to obta in SatisSaction in the mat -
ter . I have Seen both corals and 
polypuses, and must Speak what rea-
son loudly dictates against this novel 
notion. 

T h e re fo r e l shall give a brief recital 
us 1st, T h e obvious nature and ap -
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pearance oS corals, corallines, and their 
kindred bodies, and 2dly> of the p ^ . 
pofes, which will be Sufficient to diSCir 
ver the tru th i n this question. 

1st. If we look on the tree, Sure we 
mu l t , without the least hesitation, judge 
it to be a real plant, even if there wet: 
none of ano ther figure, which is fo 
far f rom being the cale, that they arc 
known to be varied wi thout end. 

The s e bodies have all a root, as ei-
ther trees have ; they have branches; 
and no doub t hut they have fruit tit 
Seed, whereby they a r e propagated, 
whatever it is, and how Small Seoevet, 
as musbroons, mosses, and she lilce, 
above ground. W i t h their roots the)' 
Sasten thernselves on a rock, a pebble, 
a glafs bottle, a shell, or whatever 
happens in the way oS the original Seed. 
I f the branches, and the fabric oS them 
are examined wish a microScope; iS 
they are cut tranfver e, or aslant, or 
longitudinally, fibres appear to he liiid 
fide by fide with wonderful curisilss 
as in the Sabtic oS plants and trees. 
T h e r e is the whole organization arid 
apparatus oS vegetation. Our aut^r 
Says, there is a milky juice to 
Sound in the recent and Softer ports 
os them, just aSter they are extracted 
Srom the Sea. Can it be q u e s t e d 
that this is the Sap, that nourish 
them t Th i s must be of a petrifying 
nature, adapted to the designed 
prise , l ike the callus in the bones oi 
animals. T h i s enables them to sa^ 
themselves t o rocks, and other tfaings, 
and tu grow Srom thence in their pr '̂ 
per Sorui and stature; according ts 
the tribe they belong to. 

I don ' t suppofe thrse Sea-pls^ 
derive their nourishment Srom t ^ 
root, which is only designed sat ^ 
stability, and w i thout it nature ^ 
made them in vain. And further ^ 
confirm our sentiments, as sheca^ 
animals nourishes the bones, and^ 
them their proper increase, So it ^ ^ 
them together, when broken 
providen t na tu re enables it to oen^t 
broken bones not well Set, but 


