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it is with great pleasure that we communicate to our readers the following ac-
count, which shews the writer to have rend and conversed much about theatrical 

affairs, and to he zealous that they should he faithfully related We shall be glad 
to receive communications of the same kind from other hands. 

Some Memoirs of Mrs. ELLEN G W Y N -

-Lien G w Y N , o r G u Y N , 
i So far as appears to us 
^ from all accounts hitherto 
; known, had no education 
' at all- W h a t we learn of 

her is, that she was born in a night-
cellar a, sold îsh about streets, rambled 
Srom tavern to tavern, entertaining the 
company after dinner and Supper with 
Songs, (her voice being very agreea-
ble) ; was next taken into the house 

of Madam Ross, a noted courtezan ; 
admitted afterwards into the Thea tre 

Royal as early as the year 1667 b ; 
was mistress to both Hart and Lacey, 
two famous actors , and kept by Buck-
huestd, if l mistake not, whom Cha l-
et the Second Sent on a sleeveless er-
rand into France, in order to pave his 
approach to her. From that period 
she began to be pretty well known, and 
ts mentioned by Bumet and other his-
torians. Memoirs may be sound con-
cerning her in the following books, and 

a State Poems. b. See the drama of the 
Marda Queen, and others of Dryden',plays for 

ten years Successively. c State Poems. 
d see a note in tlyer'S translation of Gram-
me', Memoes, which Mr- Dryden told Boyer. 

^Ct.. Ill. 

many others t Ant. Wood's Aih. Oxon. 
Memoires de /a Cour d ' Arrgleterre par ^fa-
dime Danois, and Memoires de la vie du 
Compte Grammont, English translation. 

As this giddy and dissipated creature 
gave rife to a noble and most worthy 
family, one would have nothing devil-
ed concerning her by way of romance ; 
she had Some very good qualities to 
contrast against her bad education and 
vicious habits. 

W i t h o u t proofs and citations, one 
can pay but a proportionable regard to 
many facts reported of her in .a late 
pamphlet, which is certainly well writ-
ten ; nevertheless many assertions there 
clash with accounts better known, and 
offend against probability. 

A s she entered on the stage about the 
year 1667, I cannot well See how she 
could apply to Betterton, at that time^ 
as a Sort as protector, Since Betterton 
then, Far From being a manager, or ha-
ving any considerable interest in the 
play-house, had hardly passed his thea-
trical noviciate. Sir W . Davenant must 
have been the person applied to, who 
was then patentee at the king's house. 
Batterton was then a mere youth, and 

making his fortune, under the actors 
C c c of 



o f the old stock, Such as Angel, Cademan, 
and others, who were the remnants of 
Brack fryars, and who vanished almost 
entirely about the year 1665, whether 
through chagrin or by accident, cannot 
now be ascertained. W h a t concludes 
stronger is, that Betterton lest the Thea-
tre Royal, and acted at the duke's be-
Sore and at the time when Nelly appear-
ed on the former stage-

Behold another Seeming contradiction 
in theatrical chronology. Nelly's amia-
ble lover is Said to be the person who 
acted Creon, which, by the way, was 
Sandford, a man of remarkable hard 
visage, deformed, and who had the air 
of an assassin. Moreover this event is 
Supposed to happen before Nelly came 
upon the stage, 1 6 6 7 , and OEdipus was 
not represented till about the year 1 6 7 7 , 
long after she was the king's mistress ; 
nay, it may be queried if she acted So 
late as the year 1 6 7 7 . 

It no ways appears that Ld. Rochester 
was ever enamoured of her. Mrs. 
Barry was his passion, and Mrs, Bowtel 
antecedently to Mrs. Barry, at the time 
when Mrs. Gwyn trod the stage : and 
as to the kind's never seeing her till at a 
certain nobleman's house, 'tis well 
known that he had Seen her uninter-
ruptedly on the stage from 1667 till a-
bout 1 6 7 1 , and fell in love with heron 
her Speaking the epilogue of Tyrannic 
Love, which seems to have been written 
by Dryden on purpose. 'T iS doubtful 
too, if she ever played at Dorset-garden. 

Â elly was highly favoured by Dryden. 
For many years he gave her the most 
showy and fantastic parts in his come-
dies. It looks as if he play'd her at 
the monarch for a considerable time ; 
since, not to mention the epilogue last 
Spoken of, he wrote on purpose for her 
an equally whimsical and Spirited pro-
logue, prefixed, I think, to Aurengzebe. 
A t the other house (viz . the duke's, 
under Killegrew's patent) Nokes had ap-
peared in a hat larger than pistols, which 
gave the town wonderful delight, and 
Supported a bad play by its pure ef-

o Perhaps Mamamonchi ; or. the Citizen 
turned Gentleman, a Comedy, by Ravenscroft, 
Srtm Moliere, 

Sect. Dryden, piqued at this, caused a 
hat to be made the circumference of a 
hinder coach wheel, and as Nelly was 
low of stature, and what the French call 
mignonne & piquante, he made her Speak 
under the umbrella of that hat, the 
brims thereof being spread out horicoa-
tally to their full extension. T h e whole 
theatre was in a convulsion of applause; 
nay, the very actors giggled, a circum-
stance none had observed before. Judge 
therefore what a condition the merriest 
prince alive was in a: Such a conjun-
cture. ' T w a s beyond Odso and Odsish; 
for he wanted little of being suffocated 
with laughter. 

In a word, Madam Ellen (as the dra-
ma often stiles her after she was declar-
ed the king's mistress) had no great turn 
for tragedy, nor do l recollect her in 
any part of moment but that of Valeria 
in Tyrannic Love, to which Dryden rail-
ed her, partly three* partiality, and part-
ly as it was necessary for her to die in 
that play, in order to rife and speak the 
epilogue. In comedy she was more ex-
cellent : nevertheless she must not be 
ranked as an actress with the Quins, /da-
venports, Marshalls, Bowtels, Bettertons, 
and Lees d.i Siecle d 'Or de Charles 11. 
which held in its high lustre from 1665 
to 1678. But of what the French call 
enjoue, she was a complete mistress ; ai-
ry, fantastic, coquet, spritely, singing. 

dancing ; made for sight, showy parts, 
and silling them up, as far as they went, 
most effectually. Witness Florimel, in 
the Maiden Queen, (to which She spoke 
the epilogue) Jacintha in the Mock A-

sinologer, &c. &c, 
' T i s highly probable that Madam 

Ellen might have made a more decent fi-
gure in life, had her birth been fortu-
nate, and her education good, A Se-
minary like the streets and cellars of 
London is infinitely worse than crawling 
in woods, and conversing with Savages. 
W e make this remark, because she pos-
sessed many good qualities, which no 

human disadvantages could quite de-
stroy, She had no avarice ; when her 
power increased, she Served all her thea-
trical friends. fine shewed particular 


