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It is awith great pleafure that wwe communicate to our veaders the following ac-
count, wwbich [bews the writer to have read and converfcd much about theatrical

affairs, and to be zealous that they [bould be faithfully related. We fball be glad

to receive communications of the fame kind from other bands.

Svme Memoirs anrs. ELLey Gwyn-

KXW Lrex Gwyn, or Guyn,
& fo far as appears to us
L from all accounts hitherto
known, had no education
at all. What we learn of
her is, that fhe was born in a night-
cellar a, fold Gth about ftreets, rambled
from tavern to tavern, entertainingthe
company after dinner and fupper with
fongs, (her voice being very agreea-
ble) ; was next taken into the houfe
of Madam Rofs, 2 noted courtezan ;
admitted afterwards into the Theatre
Royal as early as the year 1667 b;
was miftrefs to both Hart and Lacey,
two famous a&ors-€, and kept by Buck-
buft &, if I miftake not, whom Char-
les the fecond fent on a fleevelels er-
rand into France, in order to pave his
approach to her. From that period
flie began to be pretty well known, and
1s mentioned by Burmet and other hif-
torfans.  Memoirs may be found con-
cerning her in the following books, and

a State Poems. b. See the drama of the
AMud. s Quzen, and others of Dryden’splays for
ten years fucceffively. c State Poems.
d Sce anote in Byer's tranflation of Gram-
it s Memoits, which Mr. Dy yder told Byyer.

Vor. IiL

many others :  Ant. Wood's Ath. Oxon.
Memoires de la Cour d* Angleterre par Ma-
dame Dansis, and Memoires de la vie du
Compte Grammont, Englifb tranflation.

As this giddy and diffipated creature
gave rife to 2 noble and moft worthy
family, one would have nothing devif-
ed concerning her by way of romance;
{he had fome very good = qualities to
contraft againit her bad education and
vicious habits.

Without proofs and citations, one
can pay but a proportionable regard to
many fa&@s reported of her in a late
pamphlet, which is certainly well writ-
ten ; neverthelefs many affertions there
clafh with accounts better known, and
offend againft probability.

As fhe entered on the ftageabout the
year 1667, I cannot well fee how the
could apply to Berterton, atthat times
as a fort of prote@or, fince Betterton
then, far from bemnga manager, or ha-
ving any confiderable interelt in the
play-houfe, had hardly paffed his thea-
trical noviciate. Sir #7. Davenant muft
bave been the perfon applied to, who
was then patentee atthe king’s houfe.
Bctierton was then a mere youth, and
jeft making his {ortune, under the altors
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